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Knowledge and Attitude Regarding Dental Caries and Practice of Child
Dental Health Care among Guardians of Pre-School Children Group with
Dental Cariesin Child Development Center, Nonchang District,
Uthai Thani Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this descriptive research were to study: (1) demographic characteristics;
(2) dental caries status; (3) knowledge of child dental health care; (4) attitude of child dental caries;
(5) practice of child dental health care among the guardians; and (6) correlations of the studied
variables.

The studied population was all 47 guardians having pre-school children with dental caries in
Child Development Center, Nonchang District, Uthai Thani Province. The research tools used were 1)
a questionnaire consisting of knowledge of child dental health care, attitude of child dental caries , and
practice of child dental health care; and 2) a recording form of dental caries status of the guardians.
Dental health officers interviewed information from the guardians and the researcher examined dental
caries status among the guardians. The data were analyzed as frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, factor analysis, t-test, Chi-square, and Pearson Correlation Coefficient.

The findings of this research were that: (1) the guardians had average age of 41.32 years old,
finished primary schooln, were farmers, and had monthly income of 8,309 baht; (2) most of them had
dental caries (68.1%) with average 3.03 teeth; (3) most of them had correct total knowledge of food
affecting dental caries at the high level (75.0 %) and total dental caries at the moderate level (71.9%).
Most guardians had incorrect knowledge that dental caries were caused by teeth killing insects
(79.5%); (4) they had total attitude of child dental caries at the moderate level, particularly, no need to
pay attention to deciduous teeth since they were normally out of the gum and the guardians might
not be strict to their children to brush their deciduous teeth; (5) the guardians started brushing their
child teeth at not more than 12 months (51.1%), brushed their teeth everyday (63.6%), took their
children to meet dentist (55.3%). The guardians allowed their children to drink milk from milk bottles
(31.9%). Most of the guardians provided 3 meal per day for their children (73.3%) and allowed their
children to consume dessert, candy and/or various drinks (82.2%) ; and (6) knowledge of child dental
health care among the guardians negatively correlated at the moderate level with attitude about no
need to pay attention to deciduous teeth since they were normally out of the gum, and attitude that the
guardians might not be strict to their children to take care of deciduous teeth positively correlate at
the low level with taking care of their children to meet dentists in order to receive treatment based on
doctors’ advice with statistical significance.

Keywords: Knowledge, Attitude, Practice, Child dental health care, Dental caries, Child Development Center
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